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REDISTRICTING
Applicable Law 
Three Principles, plus

“One person – one vote”                           
(equal population)

Voting Rights Act § 2 
(nondiscrimination)

Shaw v. Reno
(limits use of race)
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Redistricting
One Person ‐ One Vote
Redistricting
One Person ‐ One Vote

 U.S. Constitution – single‐member districts 

must have approximately equal populations

 Rule of thumb: total deviation < 10%

 Compare most populous and least populous 

districts to “ideal”–sized district

 Add both departures from ideal together

 U.S. Constitution – single‐member districts 

must have approximately equal populations

 Rule of thumb: total deviation < 10%

 Compare most populous and least populous 

districts to “ideal”–sized district

 Add both departures from ideal together
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Example Deviation Calculation
District  Ideal district         District total pop.        Difference         Deviation 
 
     A       10,000     11,000  1000      + 10.0 percent 
 
     B       10,000     10,750    750       +  7.5 percent 
 
     C       10,000     10,250    250       +  2.5 percent 
 
     D       10,000       8,000           -  2000                   - 20.0 percent 
  
Totals:       40,000     40,000  net=     0      net=   0  percent 
 
Total maximum deviation = difference between most populous and least populous districts = 10 
percent + 20 percent = 30 percent. 
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What Population Do You Use?

Total Population 

•To determine one 
person - one vote

VAP 
(Voting Age Population)

•To measure voting 
rights issues
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Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act

• No discrimination on basis of race or language 
minority status

• Generally, avoid cracking or packing

• Cracking or fracturing is dividing minority voters to 
fragment their voting power.

• Packing is concentrating minority voters when 
dividing them would permit the group to elect their 
candidates of choice in more than one district

• Other practices can also violate Section 2
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Current Trustee Districts



El Paso Community College District
Overall Deviation For Current Trustee Districts

Using 2020 Census Data
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