
R$trtcd d Amcnded
lrlterlocrl Agrecment

betw$n El Prso Courty Community Collegc Dhtrlct
and Socorro hdepcndent School Dlstrica

for the Operetion otMlsion Errly Collegc High School

This Restatei and Amended lnterlocal Agreement (the "Ageement') is mede and entered into
between El Paso County Community College District (EPCC) and Socono Independent School District
(SISD) (collectively,
College High School

l. Recitals

thc 
(Parties'r) 

for th€ purpos€ of
("MECHS"), effcctive as ofthis

continuins to
/5'/:a" day or-Ne t/, 2022.

operate and maintain Mission Early

WHEREAS, ErcC and SISD desir€ to continue an e{rly college high school so that students will have
the.opportunity to eam a high school diploma and an ossociate deg,r€€ upon graduation ftom the early
college high school; and

WHEREAS, ErcC and SISD inrend ro enroll students in grades 9 - l2 in MECHS and to provid€ the
finarrcial support necessary; and

WHEREAS' MECHS is located on th€ Mision Del paso campus of Epcc, 10700 Gatcway Brvd. East,
El Paso, Texas, 79927 in the SISD with no morc thsn five hundred and forty (540) stud€nB; and

WHEREAS, the goals arc to rcduce dropout rates, attrsct and better prepsre students for higher education,
assure_students ofthc support necessary to be succesful in collegc, and provide SISD stud;nb I seamles;
transition betwe€n high school and college; and

WHEREAS, EPcc and SISD are authorized to ent€r into Agrcement pursuant to section 791.001, Texas
Covemmenl Code; and

WHI_REAS, thh Agreemcnt will provide efliciencies and cost savings to Epcc and slsD and wi[
benefit the students 8nd raxpayen of EpCC and SISD;

NOW' THEREFORE, for and in consideration ofthe r€citals, agreements, and covenmts set forth herein,
the Parties hercby agree as follows:

2. Mlssion Shtcncrt

MECHS. will provide a select population ofstudents, in accordance with the Tcx&s Educstion Agency's
designation application guidelines, a unique educational opportunity to attond both high school a'nd 

'
college in a sPecial csmpus envircnment that will challenge them to excel in their acaiemic and personal
endeavors, as well as motivate students to be prcdutive tmblem-solving members ofsociety byhaving
the opportunity to eam a high school diploma and an associate degrce from Epcc upon high sciroor -
graduation.

3. Term

The term ofthis Agreement is for five (5) years canmenctng on lloy'Crber 15 r1?n? conctuaing on

/U2dgl$&la=, unles teminated earlier pursuant to paragraptr | 8 hereo-F'
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4. Deflnltlons

5. Academic Plsn

A. College CouE€s tor Duol Crcdlt ale those courses for which students receive both high
school and College crcdit and arc taught in a variety ofdelivery modes:

(i) At MECHS by a SISD teacher credentialed by EPCC;(ii) At the College campus taught by an EPCC faculty memb€r;(iiD Through 8 distance leaming coumc taught by an ErcC feculty member.

B. College Courser for Collcge Credlt ate tho6e courses for which students receive College
credit only; these courses do not have a high school quivalent and therefore csnnot be
offered for high school uedit, i.e. dual crcdit. These cources are taught by an EPCC faculty
member at the college campus or through a distance leaming class.

C. Early Collcge Hlgh School (ECHS) Sectlors rBfer to College courses for dual credit in a
high school that are dcsignated for Early College High School students only who hove
satisfactorily met the pruquisite Texos Success Initiative Assessment (TSIA2) scorqs for
that cours€, if appropriste.

An.academic plan developed by EPCC and SISD will enable each student ro eam a high school diplorna
and_anassociatc degrce. High school and college credit will be earned through collele counes for dual
credit. M€cHS will adrninister all applicable statcwide assessment imtruments undeisubchaptcr B,
chapter 39 ofthc Texas Educarion code. Both high school and college credir will be transcribed
immediately upon a student's mmpletion of the murse.

A. College Curriculum. EPCC will have full control over faculty assignments, faculty
crcdentials, and hculty evalualions for Ell dual crcdit sections as it penains to Collige
courses. EPCC will have full contml ovcr the College curriculunr, College syllabi, and
College textbook selection. IVIECHS teachers will comply with any StLrdint Leaming
Outcomes and Core Cuniculum assessments and interventions as rcquired by the College
disciplines. EPCC will not provide classes that only mect high schooi requircments.

B. Gndlng Periods rnd Pollcl6. MECHS will adhere to the grading periods and policies of
EPCC for dual crcdit and College credit cours€s, but will adhcr€ to the grading periods and
policies ofSISD, as well as the district calendar, lor high schrnl crrdit courscs.-

C. Courses ofstudy. MECHS will primarily provide courses ofstudy that meet the
requirements ofan associate degree and the Distinguished Level ofAchievement diplonn in
the following endorsement categories: STEM, Business and Industry, public Servic;s, Arts
and Hurnanities, and Multidisciplinary Studies. Students will also have the opportunity to
eam an embedded certilicatc ofcompletion.

D. Currlculum Allgnment. A cuniculum crosswallq sirnilar to the form set forth below in
Appendix A, will be used for the purpose ofgranting each st[dent the opponunity to eam a
high school diploma and an associate within four years. The cuniculum ilignment will be
reriewed on an anntnl basis by the MECHS Advisory Committee (compoid of EpCC and
SISD personnel) and updates will be documented in the annual Texas Education Agency
("TEA') Early College High Schml (.ECHS.') designation renewal application.

E. lnstrucaionrl Mrteriob. Textbooks fbr MECHS students will be provided by the SISD. All
other instructional materials for college crcdit counes and research activities ;ill be provided
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jointly by EPCC and SISD at no charge to the students. ln all cases, SISD will provide those
items typically rcquired for purchase by strdents. College counes for dusl cr€dit taught on the
high school campus will require dual crcdit faculty with EPCC approv€d crcdentials to teach

the Collegc courses and to handle the appropriste lob equipment at the high school campus.
For College Courses for drul credit, SISD will be responsible for all instnrctional items. For
College crcdil courses only, EPCC will provide supplieVconsumables typically provided 8s
part ofthe cuniculum.

F. lnstructlonrl Calender. MECHS students will follow the instructional calendar for both
EPCC and SISD as it rclates to enrolled coursework. Students enrclled in high school only
courscs will sttend class€s on days outlined in the SISD lnstructional Calendar. Students
enrolled in Coll€ge cours€s for dual cr€dit or College credil cotrses will anend classes on
dsys outlined in the EPCC Instructional Calendar.

G. Student Enrollment rnd Aatendrnce Pollcls. MECHS students are rcquircd to me6t SISD
attendance requiremenb for all dual credit and high school courses and the EPCC attendance
requirements for all College credit courses taught by 8n ErcC crcdentialed instructor.

6. Generol Roles and Respomibilitics

A. EPTCC. ErcC will be respo'rsible for:

(i) Admitting qualified srudents into EPCC;
(ii) Providing the appropriatc classrooms, facilities, tools and equipment for coll€ge credit

courses at the EPCC campus appropriate for each identified Program of Study;
(iiD Hiring and supervising ErcC faculty and staf;
(iv) Providing professional developrnent opportunities for MECHS insrruotors cr€dcntialed

by EPCC;
(v) Providing College couEcs as appropriate andi
(vi) Tnnscribing College credit immcdi*ely upo|l I student's completion ofthc course.

B. SISD. SISD will be rcsponsible for:

(D Reffuiting students;
(iD Providing and nraintaining thc appropriate classrooms, facilities, tools, and equipment;
(iiD Hiring and supervising MECHS faculty and staffi
(iv) Developing and dclivering the high school curriculum; and(v) Operating and maintEining the ECHS Program.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES. EPCCand SISDwill be responsible for

(D Aligning the high school and College counes;
(iD Sharing in the scheduling ofCollege courses for MECHS;
(iiD Advising students throughout their collegiate academic experience; and
(iv) Providingjointprofessionaldevelopinentopportuniti€s.

7. Usc ofFacilities

A. Buildlng3 rnd Slte. SISD will continue hotsing MECHS in Building T (former Truck
Driving Prograrn building) and adjacent space localed at 10700 Cateway Boulevard East, El
Paso, TX 79927. The space will include classrooms, labs, a multi-purpose building, adjacent
parking lots, as well as administrative areas. Additional space may be required to meet academic
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needs. Buildings and installation will be at SISD's expense. SISD shall make impmvements,
additions, and constructiol on the portable buildings as rnay bc rcasonably necessary for the usc

ofthe MECHS program. Th€ portable buildings shall remain the property ofS|SD during the

term ofthe MECHS program. The Parti€s agl€e that ttle ponsble buildings moved to thc sitc by

SISD had only nominal value at the corclusion ofthe initial A$r€ment. Ther€ will be no need

for ErcC to reimburs€ SISD for any amounts for the value ofthc buildings in thc event of
termination ofthis agreemcnt. This provision shall not apply to th€ building subject to the

Ground Lease desribed in paragnph 7F hereof. The provisions ofthc Cround Leasc shall
control as to payment for the building located on the pEmises subject to the Ground Lrase.

B. Usc of F.cllltic,!. SISD shall use the facilities and po*ing lot solely for MECHS, and for no
other purpose, without thc prior written cons€nt of ErcC. Subjc,ct to avsilability, MECHS will
have use of EPCC facilitics for events such as pmms, dances, gmduation dinners, and
r€ouitment activilies. EPCC will have use ofthe hcilitics during times when they arc not in usc
by the high school.

C. Mrlntcnance, EPCC shall provide grounds maintenance at its cost. SISD shall provide
maintenancc of all ofthe buildings inclding the EPCC Building T at its cost. SISD will also
provide custodisl staffto clean and maintain the buildings. SISD shatl not be required to make
any major rcpairs or improvements to Building T, such as rcplacemart ofmajor comporEnts to
the air conditioning or herting system, majff electrical repairs, strtrctural r€pairs, or roof r€pairs.
SISD shall be rcsponsible only for day-to{ay maintenanc€,

D, Utilitlcs. EPCC shall prcvidc and pay for rll utilities us€d by MECHS including electricity,
water, sewer, and gas. SISD shall provide and pay for all communications facilities including
telephone, email, and computer netrryorb.

E. lnsurance. SISD shall insure the MECHS buildings under its property insurance policies
agsinst all casualty loss. EPCC shall maintain its property insunncc on Building T against all
casualty loss. ln the event ofcasualty loss ofall or any part ofthe buildings, the owner ofthe
building shall be responsible for rebuilding or rrpair caused by the casualty loss.

F. Cround L€m€. On or about February 16, 2009, EPCC and SISD execut€d a Ground l,ease
for facilities thst are the subject ofthis 8gr€ement. Pursuant to the Cround Lease, SISD
constructed a multi-purposo/kitchen building as a pormanent imFovement on the campus. The
tcrms ofthe Cround Lcasc arc incorporatcd by rcfcrcnce into this AgrEement, In the event ofa
conflict between this Agreement and tk Ground Leas€, the terms ofth€ Cround txasc ahall
prcvail. A true and correct copy of the Ground Lease is attached hereto as Exhibit A.

C. Sefety and Heelth.

(i) In case ofa health ernergency at MECHS, the SISD Emergency Operations Plan will
be followed. If the health emergency occurs on the Erct campus, th€ Early College
High School Emergency Plan will be followed. EPCC police will b€ the first
responder but will not be responsible for providing other than life saving health carc
for any Early College High School student. lt is SISDs responsibility to ensurc that
M ECHS nursing staff hold the necessary credentials.

& Stelling. All MECHS staffshall be exclusive employees ofSISD ("SISD smfP'). There will be nojoint
employment relationship between EPCC ond SISD ofany SISD staff. SISD shall exclusively pay all
salaries and provide benefits to all SISD Stafl'. Except as otherwise provided herein, EPCC ahall have no
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r€sponsibility to control, discipline. hire, terminate, cornpensate. or provide benefits to any ofthc SISD
stam

Credentials ofproepective ECHS terchers who will tcach College couEes for dual crcdit will be pre-
screened by the sppropriate EPCC administnilor. EPCC discipllne faculty will be invited to serve on
ECHS teacho hiring committees. For thos€ arcas in whioh dr:al credit clusss will b€ offered, SISD will
hire tcachers who can meet EFCC crcdcntisling rcquir€mcnts.

MECHS will have the following personnel:

Prircipal
Assislant Principal
C.oumelor
The apprcpriate number ofteachen credcntialcd by ErcC in transGnable subj€ct areas to meet campus
needs

Nurse
Secretary
Clerk
PEIMS clerutcgister

Maximum enrollment for MECHS is 540 students. The staffing will comply with ErcC,s Enmllme
Optimum but sirive tbr a limit oftwenty-five (25) students per class.

The MECHS Counselors will be responsible for ovaseeing evety MECHS studcnt's degrec plan
rcquir€menB once the plan has been appmved by the EPCC counselor.

Thc appropriate MECHS/EPCC Dcan will serw on thc hiring committe€s for MECHS administrative
positions.

EPCC discipline faculty will serve on the MECIIS teocher-hiring committe€s. For those &eas in which
onsite dual crcdit classes will bc offcred, MECHS will hire teachers who can mcet Epcc credentialing
requiremens. colldge courses fbr dual crcdit con only be taught by qualificd instructors credentialed b]
ErcC. All applicants must follow and meet SISD hiring procedures and requirements.

ln the event EPCC provides the instructor lbr 8 College course for dual credit, cost sharing will be done
according to the most recent Dual Credit partnership agr€€ment, except when MFIHS students arE
cnrollcd in scctions at an EPCC campus.

9. Prcfelsiortl Dcvelopm€nt of StrII

SISD shall be responsible for professional development ofall full-time and part-tirne staffassigned to
MECHS, including staffdevelopment airned at lyorking with technology and at-risk students. MECHS
faculty, at SISD's cost, will participate in the pmfessional developrneni activities ofEPCC, and the
agency designated by the Texas Education Agency CIEA) to provide Early Collcge High School
leadership coaching and technical assistrnce.

10, Student Serviccs

A, Studcnt Servlc6 Provlded by SISD. Except as cxpressly set forth h€rein, SISD shall provide
student services for the students in MECHS, including health services, counseling services,
tutorial services, transportation, food service, all high school books and telching materials, and
all college textbooks (s€e Section 5.D.). By July I ofeach year, SISD will submit all graduated
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seniors' {inal high school transffipts, with the ollicial graduation date, through the Texas Records

Exchange (TREx) system. Papor copios \yill not be accepted.

B. Student Services Providcd by EPCC. ln addition to on-site resources provided by SISD at

MECHS, MF,CHS students will b€ issued an EPCC lD by the end ofthe first semester oftheir
freshman year and will have open access to EPCC'S online library databases, materials, and

resources. MECHS stLrdents will have access to on-campus and online EPCC tutoring centers,

Academic Computer Services labs, and libraries. EPCC will provide the designated MECHS

Librarian with appropriate log-ins access to 0PCC Library rcsources. EPCC Librarians rvill
provide training to designaled MECHS Librarian(s) on available EPCC resources. MECHS
studenls will have access to all EPCC student services and privileges, including participation in

student govemment and student clubs. Upon mutual agrcernent, EPCC will conduct enrolltnent
registration for all qualified students who have met all requirernents and have requested

enrollment in College courses fbr dual credit and College credit courses. An enrollment after
EPCC's Census Date and a three-peat fee will be assessed in accordance to the cunent Dual
Credit Partnership Agr€ement.

C. Codes ofConduct. MECHS students will adherc to allthe requirements ofthe SISD Code of
Conduct and state law applicable to public schml students. Students will have the rights and

responsibilities defined in the EPCC Code ofConduct, EPCC Catalog, EPCC Student Handbook,
and the EPCC Board Policies and College Procedures. ln the event ofany inootlsistency between

the SISD Code ofConduct and tlre EPCC Code ofConduct, the SISD Student Code ofconduct
and applicable provisions ofChapter 37 ofthe Texas Education Code will be used.

D. Trrnsportaaion. Transportation is a( the sole dis$etion of SISD and not the responsibility of
EPCC. SISD will ensure bus routes for students sttending cotrses at all EPCC site facilities
during the fall, spring, and summer terms that occur during regular high school hours' SISD will
provide round-trip transportalion for students from MECHS to EPCC campuses for oflicial
school activities, such as daily classes in an approved schedule.

I L Enrollmcnt in Collcge Cours€s

A. Ptac€ment Exams, As I prercquisite to enrollment in College courses, each student shall apply

for and be admitted to EPCC and shall successfully complete appropriate placcment exams,

wlrere required. EPCC shall provide materials, support and guidance lo assist students in the

application process and taking ofplacement exams. Students with disabilities needing
accommodations will contact the EPCC Center for Students with Disabilities (CSD) to arrange a

meeting with a CSD Counselor. The placement exam will be administercd at the hiSh school that

complies with EPCC's CSDapproved accommodations.

B. Prer€quisites. MECHS students must meet the prcrequisite for any College murse for which
they register; no waivers for such prerequisites will be gmnted. A course designated as dual credit

may not be op€n to students who have not yet mel the prer€quisite for such coursei students who
have not met the prerequisite may not be in attendance in the same classroom. MECHS students

will be enrolled in ECHS sections for core dual credit classes.

C. Business Holds. MECHS students will be enrolled in EPCC courses upofl the timely receipt of
all the pre-registratior/advising documentation by the EPCC Admissions and Registration
DC/ECHS Specialist. lfa MECIIS student has a hold preventing registration such as, but not
limited to, "business hold or required docunentation," the student will not be enrolled in the class

and a notation will be made to the roster and r€turned back to the designated individual at
MECHS. MECHS adrninistration (Principal, Assistant Principal, or Counselor) will be notified
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ond will be responsible for assisting the stude in clearing the hold. Once the hold has been
r€moved, the MECHS designee must add the stud€nt oncc more to the enrollment roster
requ€sting enrollmcnt oncc rgain.

D. Degrre PlrN" MECHS students will only tske College sourses for dual crcdit or College credit
counes toward th€ir EPCC degree plan or the degrcc plan of tlr tansfeming inslitution they have
selected, whether suct classes are trught at MECHS or at the EPCC campus. MECHS students
will be advised on the transferability ofall Coll€ge credit offered and eanred.

E. Strte Asscssment Testing, The MECHS Assistant Principal will be responsible for intbn ing the
designatcd EPCC Dean ofrnandatory assessment testing daies. MECHS studens will be

rcsponsible for infonning EPCC instructors ofdates for all mandatory assessment testing and

ensuring that missed work is completed.

F. Hlgh School Gredurllon. Upon high school graduation, MECHS students who have not yet
graduated with an associate degree may continue to pursue their degrce plan at ErcC, but they
will assume all financial responsibility.

G. College Craduation. Aftcr MECHS students graduate with their associat€ degrce, they may

continue to lake College courses 8t EPCC. but they will assume all financial responsibility.

H. EPTCC Durl Crcdlt Pollcy rnd Proccdurts. ln all cases, College cours€s for dual credit courses

will sdhere to ErcC's Colleg€ ProceduE GH-2 "High School Dual Credit Prognm
Requirements."

l. Appllcrtlon ofAmerlcans wllh Dksbllltt€r Act AmGndments Act and Sectlon 50,1ofthc
Rehrbllltstlon Act of 1973. To the extent this Agr€emerl and the services provided under the

Agreement are subj€ct to lhe Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act and/or S€ction

504 ofthe Rehabilitation Act of 1973, tiPcc and slsD agree to take sny steps necessary to
comply with ttr€ provisions of these laws. Coordination of s€ryices under the Agr€ement,
enrollment ofstudcnts and any nec€ssary accommodalions will be managed by th€ EPCC Center

for Studenls with Disabilities (CSD). Appropriate accommodatiom will bc determined by an

EPCC CSD Counselor based upon individual needs and requiremenb ofthe rcquircd prograrn of
study. Accommodstions will be provided by SISD. Accommodations for special education

students enrolled in dual credit and College cources must adher€ to EPCC'S accommodations

PolicY.

12. Fc.s, Tultlo& r[d lNtructlonrl Mrteriils for Collcg! Coursrs

EPCC shall waive tuition and fees for College credit cours€s for MECHS students cnrolled in such

courses, provided, however, that such courses are related to that student's official degree plan. The
exception is for any Opcn Educational Resourcc (OER) or First Day Adoption (FDAY) fees if the student

is enrolled in a section using OER or FDAY materials nthcr than a haditionil tcxtbook (see also Section

5E, above). ln these cases, SISD is responsible for these fees. SISD will fund placcment testing fe€s.

Other fees may apply, as outlined in lhe most r€cent Dual Crcdit Partnership Ag€ement.

13. Recruitment snd Selection ofStudents

To secure the broadest applicant pool possible, MECHS will recruit 8d grade students no later than the

end ofthe spring semestcr ofeach year. MECHS will recruit ttorn rniddle schools throughout the district.
A recruitment team comprised ofthe MECHS Principal, Assistant Principal, Counsclor, and on-site
MECHS staffwill lead these efforts. Thc recruiting process will include the following Ectivitics;
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A. Maintenance ofa MECHS web site that provides recruitment and admission information with
links to the EPCC homepage, EPCC Library hornepage, and the EPCC Dual Credil/ECHS
Program homepage;

B. Distribution of recruitment/adrnision packes to middle schoolstudents in thc school district;
C. Meetings with middle school counsclors to introduce and explain the concept of MECHS as

dcscribed by TEA and the Early College High School blueprint.
D. Student meetings at all middle school carnpuses to explain the opponunities and commitment

required of MECHS students;
E. MECHS informational meetings for interested studentyparentsi
F. Presentation of rccruitment and admission information both English and Spanish;
G. Any other activities requir€d by thc TEA Blueprint.

Recruihnent materials will be reviewed by the Advisory Commitlee to emure it meets TEA Blueprint and

EPCC co-branding guidelifles. EPCC Dual Credit Counseling and Administlation will participate in
par€nt and information sessions upon requesl.

Admission to MECHS will bc open to a maxhnum of 135 students each year. This will be known as a
cohort. Criteria for admission to MECHS will allow 8D grade students to apply each year for the new
cohoft and enter MECHS as 9'h graders. The majority ofthe students accepted to MECHS will be those
who are identified as "at risk" according to TEA guidelines, including low-income students and Emergent
Bilingual.

14. Collecting and Sharing Drta

EPCC and SISD agree to collect data associated with MECHS required fot rcporting purpos$ and to
share th€ data with the appropriate agencies as needed for internal purposes for use by either entity. EPCC
and SISD Research departments will be the primary point ofcontact for all data collection for their
respective institutions. ln addition, tiPCC and SISD agree to sharr any data required for the successful
completion ofMECHS studenh' graduation plans. When applicable, EPCC'S Institutional Review Board
(tRB) will be consulted when requesting and sharing data or conducting r€search. When selected,
MECHS will participate in student success, faculty satisfaotion surveys, and other local or national
surveys administered to ErcC students. EPCC and SISD will collect and review the following
aggrcgated/disaggregated data: number ofcredit hours taken and eame{i GPAS; state assessment results;
SAT/ACT, PSAT; TIitA2 rcadines by grade level; qualificatiom ofMECHS staff; and location(s) where
counes are taught. Provisions for implementing program improvements will be based on the collection,
review, and sharing ofthe following data: EPCC data; SISD data; articulation ofhigh school students in
four-year collegeVunivcrsitics and lcvel ofentry and enrollmenurctcntion rates; leaver codes and atlrition
rates, by gmde level; and other data rclcvanl to student aGademic achievement, succ€ss, and well-being.

EEU!: For purposes of this Agreement, pursuant to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act ol
1974 (FERPA), EPCC hereby designates SISD as a college official with a legitirnate educational interest
in the sducational records ofthe students wlro participate in the Early College High School Program to
the extent that access to the records ar€ required by the SISD to carry out the Program; and tho SISD
hereby designates EPCC as a school o{ficial with a legitimate educational interest in the educational
records ofthe Students who participate in the Early College High School Program to the extent that
access to the records are required by EPCC to carry out the Program. Both Parties agree to maintain the
confidentiality ofthe educational records in accordance with tlre provisions of FERPA.

15. AdYisory Commlttee

An Advisory Committee comprised ofrepresentativcs from EPCC and SISD will mest at least quarterly
to facilitate communication, evaluate instructional and programmatic activities, identify issuss and
challenges, make recommendations, and enhance collaboration. The Advisory Committee shatl
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periodically make rcports ard presentations to their respective boards and appropriate administrators.
Specifically, the advisory will meet in order to:

A. Dcvelop and implement academic and pmfcssional policy;
B. Develop and implement budgets and financial policy;
C. Supervis€ annual evaluation of the gogram and effectiveness ofthe collaboration;
D. Ensure adherence to state and fedeBl regulations;
E. Review, annually, the interlocal and/or articulation agreements and to suggest revisions

as necessary.

Members of thc Advisory Committee will include: EPCC Dual Credit and Early College High Schools
(DC/ECHS) Program Associate Director (Student S€rvices), ErcC Executive Director of Admissions and

Registrar, EPCC Administrative Liaison, EPCC Dean of DC/ECHS, EPCC ECHS Counseling
Coordinator, EPCC Counselor, Early College High School Principal, Early College High School

Assistant Principal, and the Eady College High School Counselor, SISD Central Office personnel, and

olhers. as invited to participate.

16. Early College High School Lerderchip Councll

Representatives from the Advisory Committee in addition to EPCC and SISD senior administrators will
be members ofthe Frrly College High School t eadership Council ("ECHSLC'). The purpose ofthe
ECHSLC is to provide a forum for the discussion of topics and issues of common interest and concem
across all EI Paso area Early College High Schools. Additionally, when appropriate, the Council will
facilitate the coordination ofactivities and events (such asjoint professional development) across the
schools. Other members ofthe Council riray include the District Ofricc Lieisons, UTEP Representative,
EPCC President, EPCC Vice President of Instruction and Workforce Education and ErcC Vic.e President
ofSludent and Enrollment Servises. It is firmly believed that this new mfiagement and organizational
tool enhances the operation of MECHS and ensures consistency in opcration. This group meets
biannually.

17. Marketing and Ccbrrnding

MECHS is a strong and beneficial partnership between EPCC and SISD and will be cobranded
ac.cordingly. EPCC and MECHS logos will appearjointly and prominently on all media/marketing
materials, school marquees, verbal and non-verbal messaging and anywhere else the pmgram is visible.
The logos must be ofthe same size and in high.profile locations. SISD and MECHS will stalc "MECHS
is a partnership between EPCC and S[SD," when speaking, prcs€nting, or discussing the iritiativ€ as well
as in all written materials, including but not limited to: news rcleases, website content, promotional
materials, social medio or other content. Signage, banners and other displays should prominently
demonstrate the partnership and should include EPCC and its logo. Except for written materials onjointly
pre-approved Early College High School laterhead, masthead, or digital material posted in ajointly prc-
approved format, these materials will ne€d to be reviewed and approved by EPCC'S
Marketing/Community Relations Department and the Dean ofDCyECHS. Each party reserves the right to
approve major signagc, banners and other displays that will be displayed outside the ErcC Campus to the
general public. EPCC supplied logos, banners, or flags will be displayed in each classroom used to teach
MECHS students. SISD is responsible for ensuring that depanments prodwing, as well as sppropriate
administraton, faculty, and staff, are aware ofthe marketing and co-bnnding requircments.
Media,ha*eting materials that do not reflect appropriate co-branding may have to be tsken down and
redone to properly reflect rcquired marketing and co-branding.
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18. Rengf,.l or Terminralon

Upon complction of the tcrm ofthis Agre€mcnt, it shall be autdnarically renewed for successive terms of
onc ( I ) year each unlcas EPCC or SISD shall givc notice ofnonrenewal at least nin€ty (90) days prior !o
the end ofth€ te'rm or nimty (90) days prior to the end ofsny reneryal tenn. Notr.vithslarding the
for€going, eitlEr ErcC or SISD shall have the right to teminrte this Agreement wifi or without cause at
any time during the tem upon wrinen notice to the other psfiy. ln the event oftermination during the
term oflhis Agr€ement, the effectiye dat€ oft€rmination shall be as ofJune 30 following the notice. It is
the intent of the Psrlics that no termination shall be made during the middle ofths rhool year which will
disrupt thc edemic progress for the studens of MECHS, unless the Parties mdually agree. ln thc event
of termimrion, MECHS will continue operation through the I lo grade cohort's scheiuled graduarion
from MECHS. Scnic€s to .nrolled 9e and lOt grade students m8y be continued through graduation of
those cohorts by Egr€ement. While in the process ofdiscontinuing operation, MECHS may not enroll any
additional strdents in grades that have been phas€d out but will continue to meet all the required dcsign
elcmcnts and provide full support for all strdcnts enrolled in the school.

19. Ll.blllty of EPCC and SISD

This Agreement is not intended to alter or reallocate any defense or immunity prcsently authorized by
law, or to creatc or transfer any liability arising under the law. EPCC and SISD shall each bear any
liability or risk of loss for clsims arising from th€ acts or omissions oftheir respective employees and
sgents. Each party agrees that it shsll be rcsponsible for its own oflic€rs, agents and employecs who arc
performing duties under this Agreement, and rrither shall be liable or rcsponsible for the scts or
omissions ofthe other's offic€rs, agents or employees. SISD shall bear sole respomibility and liability for
any claims by its students arising from acls, omissions, and negligence attributed to SISD. EPCC and
SISD expressly maintain all rights ofgovonmental immunity or sovereign immunity from litigation or
liabllity, to th€ extent provided by applicable law.

20. Mlsccllancous

A. lntcgrltcd Agrccmont. This Agreement Gonstitutes the €ntire agreement ofthe Parties
respecting thc subject mattcr dcsc.rib€d hcEin and supersedcs all prior agEements or
undcntandings, whcthcr written or onl.

B. Notlcct Any notice authorized or requircd to be given under this Agrecrncnt shall bc delivcred
or sent to the Parties at the following oddrcss€s:

El Psso Community College
P.O. Box 20500
El Paso, fi 7998
Atm: President

Socorm lndepend€nt School District
t2tl40 Rojas Drive
El Paso, TX 7992E
Attn: Superintendent

All notices requircd to be giran hereunder shall be in writing, and shall b€ sewed in person upon
lhe porty to be notified or upon its agent, or shall be mailed by certified or rcgistercd mail or
deposited with I mtionally rccognized owmight canier, postage prepoid, to tho addrcss shown
above. Any nolice mailed in the mann€r set forth in this Section shall be deemed received by tlre
party to whom it is adfussed when deposited in swh manner wirh the United Slates P6tal
Service or said ovemight canier.

C. Compllrrcc wlth Lr$s rnd ReSulrtlonr. The Parties shall comply with all applicable local,
statg and federal laws, ordinances, regulations, 8nd orders.

D. Gwcrning [,rw. this Agrecment is to be perform€d in El Paso County, Texas, and is govemed
by the Constitution and the laws ofthe State ofTexas.'Ite venue ofany suit arising from this
Agre3ment shall b€ in El Paso County, Texas. TIre Parties hercby in€voc8bly submit generally
and unconditionally for themselv€s and in rcspect oftheir property !o th€jurisdiction ofany state
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courl, or any United States federal court, sitting in the City El Paso, El Paso County, Texas, oyer
any suit, action or proceeding arising out ofor relating to this Agre€ment.

E. Alslgnment ProhlbltGd, This Agreement, its rights, duties 8nd rcsponsibilities, msy not be
assigned without the pdor wrinen agrcement ofthe Parties.

F. Alaernate Dlspute Reloluttolt, The dispute resolution process provided for in Chapter 2260 of
the Texos Govemment Cod€ and the rclated rulcs adopted by thc Texas Attomoy Coneral
pursuant to Chapter 2260 will be used by the Panies to attempt to resolve any claim for breach of
contrect made by either p6rly that csnnot be resolved in the ordinary course ofbusiness.

G. Counterpsrts. l'his Agreement is being execued in multiple counterpartc, each of which shall
constitute an original and all ofwhich together shall constitute bul on€ and th€ ssme instrument.

H. Pryncnt$ Any party poying for the performance ofgovemmental functions or services rcndered
by the other party must mak€ thcsc payments from currcnt r€venues available to the paying party.

Signed and appmved elleciive as ofthe datc shown rbove.
EPCC:
EL PASO COUNry COMMI.ATTY COLLECEffi
William Serral4 Ph.D., President

SISD:

Nate Caman, Ed.D., Superintendent

Cenffal

tnou"/y#"m"HlDrsrRrcr
By; 

-

I
to form:

I, SISD
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