
2024-2027 DUAL CREDIT PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT

Between
El Peso Leadership Academy

And
EI Paso County Community College District

The following conditions apply to this Agreement in accordance with Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board (THECB) Rules and Regulations:

The Purpose ofthis Agreement is to facilitate the cooperation between the College and the
District in the provision ofCollege courses for Dual Credit for qualified students.

2. Eligible Courses

b. Courses approved for Dual Credit for an individual student must be applicable to a college or
university certificate or degree.

c. Course matching is a requircment to award Dual Credit. In order to offer any College course
for Dual Credit, it must be paired with an equivalent Higlr School course. The leaming
objectives for the College course and the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) for
the High School class must have significant overlap or match. If an equivalent High School
class does nol exist, then the College course cannot be offered by the High School for Dual
Credit.

d. Any TEKS not covered by the College course will be taught by the High School and
accounted for separately fiom the required content ofthe College course.

This Dual Credit Partnership Agreement (Agreement) between El Paso Leadership Academy and El
Paso County Community College District (EPCC or the College) is designed to allow High School
students an opportunity to eam dual High School credit and College credit. I9 Texas Administrative
Code (l9TAC), Chapter 9, Subchapter H, Parlnerships between Secondary Schools and Texas Public
Two-year Associate Degree-Granting Inslituliarrs establishes authority and rules for two-year associate

degree-granting institutions to enter into agreements with secondary schools to offer courses that grant

credit toward the student's High School curriculum requirements and College-level credit. Dual Credit
Requirements are identified/outlined in l9 TAC Chapt* 4, Subchapter D, Dzal Credit Partnerships
Between Secondary Schools and Texas Public Colleges, $4.85. Nothing herein shall be construed to
violate either the Texas Public lnformalion Act, Tex. Gov't Code, $552.001 et seq.. or the Family
Educational Rights and hivacy Act, 20 U.S.C $ 12329.

El Paso Leadership Academy is located at:
2l0l Joe Batrle Blvd.
El Paso, TX 79939

l. Purpose

a. Only courses as permitted by 19 TAC, Part l, CH4, Subchapter D, $4.85 (a) identified as

CollegeJevel academic courses in the current edition ofthe EPCC Catalog or as College-
level workforce education courses in the current edition ofthe Workforce Education Course
Manuat (WECM) may be used for Dual Credit. New High School sites located offEPCC
campuses must follow lhe Courses for Dual Credit Schedule as it is posted on the EPCC Dual
Credit web page.
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3. Student Eligibility

a. High School students will meet State and EPCC requirements for admission to the Collcge.

b. High School students must take the EPCC placement tests and/or provide EPCC approved

additional test scorcs in math, reading, and writing as well as course-specific placement test

scores where applicable and have the course prerequisites prior to enrolling in College-level
courses. Students with disabilities needing accommodations will contact the EPCC Center for
Students with Disabilities (CSD) to arrange a meeting with a CSD Counselor. The placement

exam will be administered at the High School lhat complies with EPCC's CSD-approved
accommodations.

High School students shall not be enrolled in morc counes than those allowable by State laws
and Texas Administrativc Code and Regulations and in accordance with the Coursesfor Dual
Credit Schedule for new sites until the High School is approved by the Southcm Association
ofColleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) as an EPCC off-site.

d. El Paso Community College will certiry to the appropriate agency, no fewer than once per
calendar year, the eligibility ofall students for which it rereives notice ofFAST eligibility
from such student's school district or charter school, ofthat student's cligibility for the FAST
Program.

e. High School students will bc cnrolled in EPCC courscs upon the timely rcceipt ofall the prc-
registratior/advising documentation by thc EPCC Admissions and Registration DC/ECHS
Speciatist. lfa High School student has a hold preventing registration such as, but not limited
to, "business hold or required documentation." the student will not be enrolled in thc class
and a notation will be madc to the rostcr and rctumcd back 10 thc dcsignated individual at thc
High School. High School administration (Principal, Assistant Principal, or Counselor) will
be notified and will b,e rcsponsible for assisting the student in clearing the hold. Once the hold
has bcen removed, the High School dcsigncc musl add the student once morc to thc
enrollment roster requesting enrollment once again.

f. Application of Americans with Disabiltics Act Amendments Act and Section 504 ofthc
Rchabilitation Act of 1973. To the extent this Agreement and thc services provided under thc
Agreement are subject to the Americans with Disabitities Act Ameldments Act and/or
Section 5M of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. EPCC and El Paso Leadership Academy agrce
to takc any stcps neressary to comply wirh thc provisions ofthcse laws. Coordinalion of
services under the Agreement, enrollment ofsrudents and any necessary accommodations
will be managed by the EPCC Center for Studenis with Disabilities (CSD). Appropriate
acconunodations will be dctermincd by an EPCC CSD Counselor based upon individual
needs and rcquiremenls ofthe required program ofstudy. Accommodations will be provided
by El Paso Leadership Academy. Accommodations for special education students enrolled in
Dual Crcdit and College courses must adhere to EPCC's accommodations policy.

4. lnstructional Calendar

The Collegc courscs for Dual Crcdit taught on the Higb School campus will comply with &c
District's insulctional calendar. Distance education sections will comply with the College
calcndar'.
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5. Location

a. Dual Credit instruction will prcdominantly occur in the facilities of the High School campus.

EPCC facilities may be used as approprialc, dcpendiog on the availability ofrasources.

b. When the High School does not have an instructor, who is qualificd and selected by EPCC to
deliver a College course for Dual Credit onsite at the High School campus, the course may bc

located ontine with an instructor provided by the College, dcpending on the availabitity of
resources.

c. A qualified instructor may be provided by thc College to teach thc College coursc on thc

High School campus ifavailable. A High School may also conlract directly with an EPCC

credentialed instructor to dclivcr the Collcgc course on the High School campus. Workload
musl be prcviously approved by an EPCC administrator.

6. Student Composition of Classcs

Courses may be composed of Dual Crcdit students only or ofDual Credit and College credit
students. ExceptioDs for a mixcd class (composcd of students taking the College course for High
School credit only and sludents taking the Collcgc course for Dual Credit) may be allowed only
under one oflhe following conditions:

a. If the coune involvcd is rcquired for complction under the Statc Bosrd of Education
Recommended or Distinguished Achievement High School Program graduation
requirements, and thc High School involvcd is otherwise uDable to offer such a coursc.

b. lf $e High School crcdit-only students arc College Board Advanccd Placemcnt studcnls.

If the coursc is a career and technology/Collcgc workforcc c{ucation coursc and the High
School crcdit-only students are eaming aniculated College credit which will only be awarded

aftcr graduation from High School and subscqucnt enrollment at EPCC.

a. All High School Dual Crcdit instructors must mcet the credcntial rcquirements as specificd
by EPCC, the State Board ofEducation, and that would bc acccptable by SACSCOC and
other peninent accrediting agencies. EPCC may limit the number of Dual Credit sections by
course or program bascd on institutional nccd and/or accrcditation guidclincs.

b. The College shall select, supervise, and evaluatc Dual Credit High School instructoB using

the samc College procedurcs used for EPCC faculty teaching on the Collegc campuses and

will maintain the same standards for thc cvaluation of instructional effeclivcness and lcaming
outcomes f,or the College course taught on the High School campus as the same couses
hught at thc College campuses. EPCC rctains the right not to assign courscs to an instructor.

Official transcripts, an adjunct faculty application, and other documents peninent to
credentials verification of Dual Crcdit High School instructors will be kepl on file at thc
EPCC Oflice of Human Resources.

c.

c.

d. Qualified, EPCC-selccted and traincd Dual Crcdit High School instructors teaching thc
Collcgc coursc at thc High School will do so as part oftheir High School teaching
assignment. Nevertheless,8 Dual Crcdit High School instructor will comPly wilh the

l
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Cotlege's standards of instruction and cyaluation processes. All instructional aspecS of thc

Cotlege course will be supcrvised by the designated College Inslructional Dean'

Each semestor, Dual Credit students will complete a Faculty Evaluation and Student Suwcy

for each College coursc for Dual Crcdit. The evaluatior/survey is administered online' Thc

Dual Credit faculty member and the Higb School are requested to remind the students in the

last couple ofweeks ofthe semestcr to complctc thc survcy' The Faculty Evaluation Process

is highly confidential to encourage a studcnt's willingness to respond with candor regarding

their experience in the class without fear of rcprisals from the instructor. The Faculty

Evaluation will not be shared with the instructor, thc dcsignatcd College lnstructional Dean,

the instructional coordinator and. upon rcqucst. the designated High School administratoni

until after grades have becn posted.

f. lt is required that new Dual Credit faculty attcnd New Faculty Oricntation' which is hcld

during Faculty Development Week at the beginning ofthe Fall Semester (August) and the

Dual Crcdit Summer Convening in Junc. Newly credentialed Dual Credit faculty will be

required to complete an introductory l0-hour online coursc. Additionally, ongoing attendancc

is required at College division and disciplinc mcctings and at onc faculty develoPment

workshop ofthe instructor's choice each scmcsler.

g. ln the cvent the High School credentialcd faculty is absent morc than 3 consecutive days' or
is absent enough times that the instructional contact hours fall bclow what is requircd for thc

Collegc course, the High School is responsible for contacting thc dcsignated Collegc
lnstructional Dean to discuss the anticipated length ofabsence. and neccssary arangemcnts

for a substitute or replacemcnt. Only substitutcs/replacements credentialed by EPCC in the

disciplinc/course may bc uscd to covcr a class. Ifthc High School is unablc to find a
credentialed disciplinc/counic qualified sub$itute or replaccment, EPCC may providc a

qualifi cd faculty if availablc.

8. Course Cuniculum, lnstruction and Grading Criteria

EPCC shall ensure that a College course for Dual Crcdit oflered at the High School and thc

corresponding coune offered al the College campuses are equivalent with resPect to the

curriculum. contact hou6, course cnrollment maximum, materials, instruction, and method/rigor
ofevaluation ofstudent performance, and grading crilcria regardless ofstudent composition of
the class. (See appendix A for Crosswalk)

EPCC coursc syllabi and textbooks must bc uscd in College counes for Dual Crcdit at all

times. The syllabus for each course musl bc submitted to the aPpropriate lnstructional
Coordinator as rcquested and uploaded in compliance with HB 25(X by rhe end ofthe first
wcek ofclasses.

b. The High School will provide cach studcnt cnrolled in a College course for Dual Credit with
all College textbooks and instructional materials rcquircd by the Collcgc disciplinc. Collcge
textbooks and other instmctional materials may not be shared among multiple studcnts' and

students must be allowed to use them bolh in and out ofclass as would any College student

studying at the Collcgc campuses.

The EPCC Oflice ofDistance Learning Suppon Services will veriry that the HigI School has

adcquatc technology to suppon onlinc coursc delivery. ln addition, classroom, science lab

and library facilitics asscssments will bc conducted at least cvery thrce years or as nccdcd.
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d. The High School will identi$ a High School onsite facilitator whose role is to support the

EPCC instructor ofrecord in order to enhancc ths success of Duat Credit students enrolled in
online courses.

9. Academic Policies and Student Support Services

All academic policies applicable to courses taught on EPCC campuses shall apply to Dual
Credit High School studcnts as outlincd on EPCC Procedure GH-2 High School Dual Aedit
Program Requirements and in the Collegc Calalog. These policies include the appcal process

for disputed grades, drop policy, the communication of grading policy to students, when the

syllabus must be distributcd, and processes for addressing instructional issucs/concems.

b. Dual Credit students may utilize the same services that are available to other EPCC students.
The College is rcsponsiblc for ensuring timcly and efficient access to such services as

academic advising and counscling, College-appropriale (non-curricular) accommodations for
students with disabilities, leaming materials (e.g., library resources), academic achievemenl
programs (c.g. Honors Program), and student success initiatives (e.9., tutoring).

Each High School must have an appointed Counselor or Designce to provide acadcmic
guidance regarding Dual Crcdit who will encourage course completion and achievemcnt of
course work leading to a Collegc dcgrce. EPCC will provide training for the High School
Counselor or Designee.

In addition to on-site resources provided by the High School, Dual Crcdit studcnts will be

issued an EPCC ID card and will have open access to EPCC's online library databases,

materials, and resources. Dual Credit studcnts will havc access to on-campus and onlinc
EPCC tutoring centers, Academic Computer Scrvices labs, and libraries. EPCC Librarians
will provide training to dcsignated High School Librarians on available EPCC resources.
Dual Credit students will have access to all EPCC student scrvices and privileges, including
participation in student govcrnment and student clubs.

f. Dual Crcdit studen6 will adherc to all thc rcquircmcnts ofthc District/High School Codc of
Conduct and State law applicable to public school students. Dual Crcdit studenls will havc
the righls and responsibilities defined in the EPCC Code ofConduct, EPCC Catalog, EPCC
Student Handbook, and thc EPCC Board Policies and College Procedures. ln the event ofany
inconsistcncy between thc Distric/High School Codc ofConduct and thc EPCC Codc of
Conduct, thc DistricVHigh School Cod€ ofConduct and applicable provisions ofChapter 37
ofthc Texas Education Code will be follorvcd. Studcnts enrolled in a course for Dual Crcdit
who are placed in an altcrnativc school will bc withdrawn from the counc but may be

allowed to remain in the Duat Credit program upon rctuming to the high school campus.

Transponation is at the sole discrction ofthc District/High School and not thc rcsponsibility
ofEPCC. The District/High School will cnsurc bus routes for students ancnding courscs at all
EPCC site facilities during the fall, spring, and summer terms that occur during regular High
School hours. The High School will providc round-trip transponation for Dual Credit
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d. Except as expressly set forth hcrein, the High School shall provide student services for all
Dual Credit students including, health services, counscling services, tutorial serviccs,
transportation, {iJod service, Blackboard Leam Ultra, and all Collcge textbook and tcaching
materials. By July I of cach year, thc High School will submit all graduated seniors' final
High School transcripts, with the official graduation date, through the Texas Records
Exchange (TREx) system. Paper copies will not bc accepted.



studenb to EPCC campuses for official school activities, such as daily classes in an approved

schedule.

b. EPCC will waive tuition and designated fees for students emolled in the Dual Credit
Program.

Both parties to this Ageement agee that neither party may charge a student who has been

detcrmined to have mct thc eligibility criteria for participation in the dual credit Financial Aid
for Swift Transfer ("FAST") Program any cost ofluition or other fees whatsoever (including
late fees or three-peat fees) incurred for the cnrollment in the cou$e(s) conlemplated herein.

12. EPCC Administrators and High School Principals, along with any necessary admioistmtivc staff,
will maintain open lines ofcommunication betwcen the Collcgc and their High Schools.

Markcting and Co-branding. Dual Credit is a strong and bcncficial partnership betwccn thc
District or High School and EPCC and will bc co-branded accordingly. Rcfcrcnccs to
College Courses for Dual Credit that arc offercd by EPCC will promincntly featurc EPCC's
namc and logo on all media/marketing matcrials, school marquecs, verbal and non-verbal
mcssaging, and anywhere clse the program is visiblc, including the school's websitc.

When used in conjunction with rhe Disrricr or High School [ogo. logos must be ofthe same

size and in high-profile locations. Whcn communicating about Dual Credit programs or
courses offered by EPCC, it is importanl to state "These Dual Crcdit course offcrings arc
availablc thanks to a partncrship with El Paso Community College," when speaking,
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10. Transcription of Credit

EPCC will transcribe Collcge grades immediately upon a student's comPletion ofthe
course. Approved District/High School personnel willhave access to the official College
grade through the High School Dasbboards.

I l. Funding

a. The Dual Credit Higlr School instructors will be compensatcd by fie District/High School in
accordancc with the District's Standard Teacher Salary Schedule. It is not contemplated ihat
Dual Credit High School instructors will be teaching any classes in addition to their regular
workload by virtue oftheir participation in the Program. Said Dual Credit High School
instructors will not receive any monetary compensation from EPCC for their participation in
the Program. Thc Dual Crcdit High School instructors teaching courses which result in the

award ofconcurrent credit must meet the same standards, review, and approval procedurcs

used by the College to select faculty responsiblc for teaching thc same courses at the Collegc
campuses. Dual Credit High School instructors will teach courscs on a volunteer basis and are

entitled to all the righs and privileges accordcd to any EPCC adjunct faculty mcmber.

d. The High School is responsible for alt Collcge textbooks and instructional materials. This
includes funding ofOpen Educational Resources (OER) and Fint Day Adoption (FDAY)
materials used in licu of tcxtbook. The School District will bc invoiced within 30 days aftcr
lhe end ofthe semestcr and payment in full will be due to EPCC within one month of the
invoice. College-approved textbooks purchased by the District may be used for a maximum
offour years from the datc ofinitial purchase. The High Schools must adhere to EPCC
textbook College Procedurc EDA-l Selection und Onlering ofTextbooks for
Credit/Developmental Education Coarses. In addition, the High School must comply with the
textbook tracking requirements by completing and rctuming thc tcxtbook tracking form
within the timelines set fonh.



presenting, or discussing thc initialive as wcll as in all wrinen materials, includinS, but not
limited to: news releases, wcbsite contcnt, promotional materials, social media, or other
content.

14. Housc Bill 1638: Statevridc Dual Crcdit Coals

't'he following are specific program goals aligncd \Yith the statewide goals develoPed

collaboratively by Ge Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) and the Tcxas

Education Agency (TEA) in compliance wilh Housc Bill 1638 (85th Legislature' Regular

Session), as codified in Texas Education Code, Section 28.009 (b-! ) and (b-2):

a) Sratewide Dual Credit Goal l: lndependent school dislricts and institutions ofhigher cducation

will implement purposeful and coll;borativc outrtach effons to inform all students and pafents of
thc beocfits and coss ofDual Credit, including enrollment and fce policics.

i) EPCC will participate in information sessions thal promote Dual credit hosted by thc District

or High School.
ii) EPCC will hosl campus tours for students ncw to Dual Credit.

iii) EPCC will mainlain a webpage to include information relevant to all Dual Credit

stakeholderc.
iv) EPCC will host a Dual Credit Counscling Institute in Fall and Spring'
v) EPCC and District or High school will collaborate in the Promotion of Dual crcdit programs

through press releases, social media, and institutional web pagcs.

b) Statewid;D;al Credit Coal 2: Dual Credit programs will assist High School studcnts in the

successful transition to and accelerarion through postsecondary education'

1

Signage, banners, and other displays should prominently demonstrale the pannership and

sbould include EPCC and its logo- EPCC logos, banners, or othcr identirying matcrisl
should be displayed in each classroom used to teach Dual Credit students. Materials or
exceptions to this guideline will need to be revicwcd and approved by EPCC's
Markcting/Community Rclations Dcpartmcnt and the Dean of Dual Credit and Early

College High Schools. Each party rcscrvcs the right to approve major signage, banncrs and

other displays marketing Dual Credit that will b€ displayed outside the EPCC campus to the

gcneral public.

The DistricvHigh School is responsible for ensuring that departments ptoducing malerials as

well 8s appropriate administrators, faculty and staff are awarc ofthc marketing and co-

branding rc{uirements. Medis/markcting materials that do not rBIIect appropriatc co-

branding may have to b€ taken do'\f,n and rcdonc to properly reflect rcquired marketing and

co-branding.

13. Records and Criminal History.

Rccords rclating to this Amcndment may bc subjcct to disclosurc pursuant to the Texas

Public lnformation Act, Section 552.001 ct. scq. ofthe Texas Govemment Code. Each parry

agrets, to the extent it reccivcs information or rcconds conceming any student, it shall not 
- .

dlclosc the same cxcept 8s permittcd by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act a/1/a

FERPA (20 U.S.C. 1232(g)). EPCC funher agccs that' ifapplicable. it shall comply at its

sole expcnse with the requircmcnb of Section 22.0834 ofthc Texas Education Code,

'trimial History Record Information Rcvicw of Certain Contract Employecs," any

applicable rule(sj adopted by the Texas Commissioner of Education, El Paso Leadenhip

Aiademy Board policies and other policies and requirernenB of such statute and rulc{s), and

will cnsure that no covercd pcrson with a disqualifying criminal history pcrforms scrviccs

under this Amendment.



c)

d)

i) EPCC will gra District or High School staffaccess to Dual Credit Dashboards

iil ircc * r i*iciparc in annual data sharing sessions - ..

il ilaa "iii ;rpp.n trursition to couegc tGugh opcration College Bound'

Statewide Dual Credit Goal 3: All Dual- iilait ttui"'tt *itl rcceive acadcmic and Collegc

readiness advising witt 
"..... 

tu tt'-'a*it'pport services to bridge them successfully into

College course comPletion.

i) EPCC wiu bost Dual Crc&t New Studcnt Orientation sessions for every Dual Cr"dit student'

ill Ei'di -J oit"Lt o, nigr, s"iooit' r lonau"t.loint aavlslng sessions in compliance with

SB 25

iii)DualCreditsfudentswillhaYeaccesstoDualCreditHighSchoolandCollegecounsclorsto' 
ensur" ct"dis apply to the selected certificate or dcgree'

Statewide Dual Crcair Co"r a' Tbt qility iJ rigor of 6ud credit courses will be sufficicnt to

ensul€ studcnt success in subsequent courses'

i) EPCC will host a Dual Credit iuili""'tont"ning fot oewly credentialed Dual Credit faculry

ii) Newty cedcntiated District "t 
ril'i'i"it"i facultl will bc cnrollcd in a l0-hour online

course administered by EPCC' 
:ulty Development Week

itt) ;;ia;;;;;Iry and facilitators will participate in EPcc's Fa(

workshoPs in Fall and SPring'

iv) Atl Dual Credit stakeholders will be invitcd to thc Building Bridgcs: Dual Credit Conference

hosted annually by EPCC and the Spring Forum'

This Agrcemcnt may only bc modified in writing by rhe District Suncrintcndcnt and the College

President, or their d".,g.*.' ,po" Il'i"#rn"i?' "i 
r"*ilo a'v" ii udvance of the modi{ication

This Agrcement will become effectivc on thc datc the last party excculcs the Agrecment and will

remain in effect for three (3) years or unttI such dmc as mutual agrecmcn t is made to modi$ or tcrminatc

the Agreement. EPCC monitors enrollme nt at eacb off-camPus location and cnsures the offtamPus sitc

proYides a collegiate academic exPericnce and suPPort sewices. lf a sitc has no enrollment or may not be

able to provide the co llcgiatc exPcrtcncc, EFCC rcscn'es the right to discontinuc offering courses 8t thc

location via eilher onl ine or face-to-face coursc delivery and to close (ceasc aPProval of) lhe off-camPus

site with the accrcditor, SACSCOC In thc event ofsuch a closurc/cease of site aPProval, EPCC will

discuss thc possibility of the continuanon of Dual Credit courses witb the location's students coming to

an EPCC camPus for course instruction.
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NWs Dual Credit Crosswalk

202+2027

Core Curriculum: Lantuage, Philosophy, & Culture (3 Credit Hours)

Core Curriculum: Creative Arts (3 Credit Hours

Core Curriculum: History (5 Credit Hoursl

Core Curriculum: GovernmenVPolitical Science (6 Credit Hours)

Core Curriculum: Social and Eehavorial Sciences (3 Credit Hoursl

Core Curriculum: Com t Area Option (6 Credit Hours)
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Core Curriculum: Communication (6 Credit Hoursl
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Core Curriculum: Mathematics (3 Credit Hoursl
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